INTRODUCTION
The description by Mc Lachlan (1866 Lachlan ( -1867 Lachlan ( , 1876 of Apatania muliebris brought to light the existence of a remarkable entirely parthenogenetic (thelytoke) species of caddisflies from a spring habitat -later unfortunately destroyed -in southern England (Sussex) . Subsequently a series of taxa considered as belonging to A. muliebris were described from various parts of the British Isles, of central and of northern Europe; a list of named taxa is in Barnard & O'Connor (1987) ; moreover, there are several known populations, possibly distinct, having received a name but not recognizable owing to lack of illustration [an exception: a population from W. Hungary (Nógradi, 1994) ].
In some publications illustrated taxa were wrongly named; for instance, this has been several times the case with "A. muliebris''' (examples: Mosely, 1939; 1950 a; probably Elliott, 1971; Barnard & O'Connor, 1987; Ivanov & Grigorenko, 1991) . The published illustration most correctly representing the genitalia of A.
muliebris from the type locality is that in Schmid (1954: fig. 70 ), Burkhardt & Tobias (1982: figs 1-4), or Barnard & O'Connor (1987: fig. 4 ). and by Schmid (1954) Schmid, 1954: 35) the probable origin of all taxa in a common parthenogenetic and psychrostenotermic ancestor, as well as the character of Late-Glacial relicts of at least some of the recent offspring populations (Nielsen, b, 1974 . Should be added that in some cases the picture can be obscured by intrapopulational variability (Nielsen, a, 1969 Solem, 1985; Barnard & O'Connor, 1987) ; whereas in other cases such variability is described as very slight or practically absent (Burkhardt & Tobias, 1982 ; present paper).
Clearly, a thorough study of genetic structure could bring much light in this complex case. Unfortunately, this is already too late for several eradicated populations and/or destroyed habitats (Nielsen, 1974: Denmark; Burkhardt Klapalek, 1889; Nielsen, 1942 Elliott, 1971; Solem, 1985; Barnard & O'Connor, 1987 Comparison with all published evidence shows that this is a clearly distinct species; but it would be almost equally meaningless in this case to try to find more similarity with some already described taxon, than to speak of kinship; maybe there is some similarity with A. scherfi Burkhardt & Tobias, 1982 . Schmid, 1954 , has been sampled in some higher localities of the Swiss Alps (from 1800 to 2600 m a. s. 1.; Schmid, 1954: 37 ).
An interesting element of the alpine fauna of southern France, inhabiting, together with other remarkable species, like Alpopsyche ucenorum (Me Lachlan), a peculiar and isolated high mountain freshwater habitat, A. mercantoura deserves complete protection as well as a thorough study of the life cycle. The authors intend to do such a study, during which an attempt will be made for finding characters enabling to distinguish the last instar larva of the new species from the small number of already published descriptions of "A. muliebris" (sic !) larvae.
